Grace Chapel- Growing In Christ
Daily Devotion Journal

“And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind that you may prove what is that good and accept able and perfect will of God.”

Romans 12:2
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USERS GUIDE

The Point: Turn your passion for the Lord into a deliberate plan to pursue Him.

“Draw near to God and He will draw near to you” 







James 4:8
Step 1- Daily Reading
If you are a new believer we recommend that you start your bible reading with the 30 day plan that is on the bookmark in your new believer’s kit.  However, no matter how long you have been walking with Jesus, following a reading program is important for accountability, discipline and for systematic instruction in God’s Word. By investing as little as 20 minutes a day you can read the entire bible though in one year. To help you achieve that goal, you’ll find a “daily reading plan” on page six.  Find the reading corresponding to today’s date and mark off each box as you go to keep yourself accountable.  As you read the passage in your Bible, ask the Holy Spirit to give you inspiration, direction and correction (2 Tim 3:16).  
Look for; Lessons to be learned, examples to be followed, promises to be enjoyed, Jesus to be revealed.  
Ask yourself, “How will I be different today because of what I have just read?”
Step 2- Daily Prayer
What things can you praise God for? What things do you need to trust God for? Where have you experienced answers to prayer? Let these questions help you as you begin your time in prayer. Be sure to leave time to sit quietly, undisturbed, to listen to what God would say in response to your prayers. 

NOTE: A common question that seems to arise when committing to a daily plan of bible study and prayer is, “When is the best time for study and prayer, in the morning or in the evening?”  The best time would seem to be when you are at your best.  If you are a morning person, do it in the morning.  If not, do it at night.  The bottom line is:  Jesus deserves your best, so give him the best part of your day.
Step 3 – Daily Journal
Reading the bible is not beneficial if we do not absorb or understand what we are reading.  One way to help us read and retain is journaling.  In the pages following the “journal sample entry”, there are 30 blank “journal” pages. These will get you through a month.  After that you may want to pick up a nicer journal of your own or make copies of these pages before filling them in.  While journaling, focus on what the Lord is speaking to you through his word today? When God reveals a special scripture, a personal lesson, a word of challenge, instruction or encouragement to you, turn to a new page in your journal pages and record what God has just shown you. An easy way to remember what you are going to journal after you finish reading is to use S.O.A.P.
Scripture;
Write out the scripture that stood out most to you during your reading.

Observation;
Write down why that particular scripture stood out.
Application;

Write down how you will live your life differently based on what you read.
Prayer;
Ask God to show you how, and help you do, what you wrote in your application.  Write out that prayer.
Writing not only helps us remember, but it can help us to organize our thoughts.  Many times we can identify our weaknesses or tendencies to avoid an issue just by seeing the words in front of us. 

The Bible says, in the book of Numbers 33:2, “At the Lord's direction, Moses kept a written record of their progress.”  Our walk with Jesus is meant to be life long.  It’s a journey and a journey deserves a journal.  It can be helpful to go back and read what God has done in your life when you find yourself in turbulent situations and seasons.  If you think you will remember the details years, or even just months, later, ask someone who has been a follower of Christ for many years.  Or, just look at the Israelites in the books of Exodus.

FIRST STEPS
· What does the bible say?

· “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16
· “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” Romans 3:23
· “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 6:23
· What does that mean for me?

· “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”  2 Corinthians 5:17

· “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast.  Ephesians 2:8-9
· What do I do first

· "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Acts 2:38
· “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”  1 John 1:9
· “That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. Romans 10:9
· What do I say when I pray to be saved?

· You can use your own words, because you have to understand what you are pledging to live up to.  Here is a sample that includes the basics…

“Father God, I need you in my life.

I believe you sent your son, Jesus, to die for my sins and then raised him from the dead. 

I have sinned and I am truly sorry. 

Please forgive me.

I receive your gifts of forgiveness and eternal life. I surrender my life to you and give you full control.

Send your Holy Spirit to help me serve you from now on. Thank you for welcoming me into your family and giving me a new start. In the name of Jesus, amen”

It’s that simple!  If you just prayed that prayer for the first time, or if you lead someone in that prayer, congratulations!  Please let us know so that we can celebrate with you and provide any resources you may need.

· What do I do next?
· Invite

· Other to find what you have found

· Connect

· Home Groups/Anchor Groups

· Serve

· Grow

· Join a New Believers Class

· Bible Study (Use the Daily reading guide starting on page 6)
· Spend time with God (Journaling and Praying)

· Go
· Share Your Faith

· Mission trips

· Disciple (Help someone else do what you have done and walk along side them until they can)
· How do I share my faith

· Pray and ask God who you should share with
· Build intentional relationships with those who he sends you to
· Look for opportunities to bring up what God has done in your life (your testimony)
· Be able to give your testimony in just a couple minutes (they will ask for more if they are interested)
· Present the G.O.S.P.E.L.
· God created us to be with him
· Our sin separates us from God
· Sin cannot be removed by good deeds
· Paying the price for our sin, Jesus died and rose again
· Everyone who trusts in Jesus alone receives eternal life, which means…
· Living without condemnation on Earth and forever after in Heaven with Jesus.
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Matt._28:18_”All_authority_in_Heaven_and_on___earth_has_been_given_to_me._Therefore_go_and____make_disciples_of_all_nations,_baptizing_them___in_the_name_of_the_father_and_of_the_Son_and__of_the_Holy_Spirit,_and_teaching_them_to_obey__everything_I_have_commanded_you._And_surely_I_am_with_you_always,_to_the_very_end_of_the___age.”_(SCRIPTURE)__________________________________________________________________________________________If_this_was_the_last_thing_Jesus_said_before_Hewent_to_Heaven,_it_must_have_been_very____important._It’s_interesting_that_He_doesn’t_say”Make_converts”_he_says_”Make_disciples”_and_to_teach_them._It’s_starting_to_sound_more_likea_realationship_than_a_transaction._(APPLICATION)______________________________________________________________________I_must_be_more_aware_of_when_God_wants_to___use_me_to_reach_someone_else._I_need_to_be_bold__and_available._(OBSERVATION)___________________________________________________________________________Father,_show_me_how_to_reach_out._Teach_me_to__care_about others like_you_do.  And give me_ the__ boldness to act when you call._I_pray this in the___ name of  Jesus,_amen._(PRAYER)_____________________
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